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means [sic] those descriptions where almost every inhumanity
is laid to their charge, a traveller may to his disadvantage be
deterred from passing the desart, or executes the journey
with unnecessary suspicions and consequently uneasiness,
I have thought it not amiss to declare the foregoing, and in
gratitude to witness that, however barbarous the real char-
acter of these people may be or have been discovered from
better occasions of knowing them, a man may travel a great
way in their company without one instance to confirm it.

As the expences of this journey may be to some useful,
I have hereunto annexed the account1, and which concludes
a journal as barren, I am sensible, of anything entertaining
as the way it describes. But this is universally known so
very common to such performances that I should be par-
ticularly impertinent to offer at apologizing for a defect which
much the greater part of our voyaging fraternity consider as
foreign to their obligations, wherefore shall only say that
the foregoing relation is according to a general rule, and how-
ever incorrect, confide will be accepted as an expression of
thankfulness for the many favours bestowed on me by the
English gentlemen at Aleppo, to whom it is humbly pre-
sented, and I particularly desire may be acceptable.

Bassora, and December 1745.

WILLIAM  BEAWES.

1 Not in the India Office copy.